
 

Church and Community Profile 
At a glance, this is H3O.  

 
This word cloud is made up of the comments and themes that our church highlighted during 
our vision review. The bigger the word, the more frequently it was mentioned as important or 
a special part of this community.  

Our Place 
Living in the Northern Beaches means checking surf conditions from the office and taking 
your children to the beach after school. It’s about busy sports fields, bike trails and the beach 
on the weekend.  

Dee Why is the cultural and social hub of the Northern Beaches. Home to the most diverse 
demographics on the beaches, Dee Why is a beautiful mix of long term locals, expats and 
seasonal guests. 

If restaurants, cafes, sun-baking, parks or surfing is your thing, Dee Why is your destination. 
These are a few of the places that you’ll find us gathering throughout the week and then on 
Sunday we all come together at Dee Why Surf Club. 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, the Guringai peoples, on whose land 
we now gather. We pay our respects to the elders, past and present.  



Our People 
H3O is like a big family. We value one another, enjoy one another, lean in to one another, 
serve one another, and learn from one another. We gather together with sandy feet, wet 
swimmers, tired faces, energetic children, joy-overflowing and empty-tanks.   

We are intentionally intergenerational, inclusive, accessible and adaptable. We love to be 
creative and think outside the square. We’ll give something a try and take surprises in our 
stride. Sometimes it can feel a bit messy, but we are okay with that. We don't pretend to be 
perfect and we value the process of working out how to follow Jesus through authentic 
community together.   

Our Story 
H3O was birthed in 2010 when a small group of people from around Sydney began praying 
and sensing God's heart for a new faith community on Sydney's Northern Beaches. The 
collective heart and passion was a for a church that reimagined ‘typical’ structures, activities 
and approaches based around who and where God had called us.  

Since then we have seen a wide variety of people - in age, experience and life stage - join 
the pilgrimage of life and faith together. 

We have gathered as a whole community in Dee Why Surf Club since 2011 and appreciate 
both the benefits and challenges of not having our own building. We feel it has kept us 
outward focused, creative, and connected (while also providing us with the most inspiring 
view each and every Sunday).  

H3O Church came to exist through a partnership between Gymea Baptist Church, the New 
Start church planting initiative of the Baptist Association (NSW/ACT) and the core start-up 
team.  We really value our ongoing relationship with what we like to refer to as our "extended 
family". 

Our Beliefs 
We hold to the evangelical doctrines as set out by the Baptist Association and these can be 
found and read on our website.   

Our Values 
Our values are the core of who we are and therefore, what we do. As part of the Baptist 
family of churches in NSW/ACT, we share the following values of being:  

● Christ Centred 
● Mission Shaped 
● Relationally Committed 
● People Empowering 
● Partnership Oriented 

http://www.h3o.church/our-story


Our Anchors 
Our anchors are the way we express these values locally, at H3O. The key Christian symbol 
during the first century wasn’t a cross, it was the anchor and it comes from Hebrews 6:19 - 
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure”. These anchors prevent us 
drifting from God and his purpose for his people:   

● Gospel in all of life  
● People over programs  
● Mission as missionaries  
● Engaged not entertained 
● Maturity through the messiness  

Our Leadership  
The word community means “together” and “gift”. Paul describes the church as the body of 
Christ (1 Cor 12), with each member gifted to one another as part of the whole. This is why 
we have a team leadership approach. The church sets aside a Leadership Council to equip 
us all for the work of ministry and mission (Eph 4:12). This team is made up of H3O partners 
(members), some of whom volunteer their time and others whom are paid.  

We are egalitarian at every level of ministry and leadership (in the fullest sense of that term). 
This is expressed in that we desire involvement of both male and female, age, life-stage, 
marital status, ethnicity etc. in church life and leadership.   

Ultimately, we believe that God leads our church and as believers, we all have a role to play 
in contributing to our community.  

Our Dream 
To be a lighthouse on the Northern Beaches; a beacon of faith, hope and love that guides 
people home. (Jn 13:35; Mt 5:14-16) 


